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in & county as blessed with beantiful houses
cnt, Sarah und Rorke Henderson's home is
exceptional. Setin a pretty valley near Canterbury,
e 18th-centiry Greade 11-listed Tarmbouse sits in
three acres of grounds and the couple fell for it

Fin
the ha {
ming around and aeilding canps,” s 8, “hut 1 knew the
garden would need attention some di”

Then, in 2003, she met landscape architeet Marian Boswall

and what the pair have since ac il is astonishing. “1 knew
Marian was on my wivelength,” savs Sambh. “U'm conlident in
iy own Laste, but P'm oo gardener. Without her, none of this
winld ¢ happened.” Marian deseribes the garden as a
sleeping beauty ting to be brought to lite, “There was
nothing bad about it she siys, 5il was just a bit dilapidated.
There was a beautiful granary and a lovely barn, but also an
old garage, which encouraged visitors Lo park mght by the house”

The challenge was to link these disparate elements into a
coberent whole, *The first, and most important, step was o
introdeee a sense ol spatial hierarchy,”
the garage was demolished and the driveway moved, so cars
now park out of sight and visitors walk across a courtyard of
shade-loving plants, throug] ] ¢ andd into the front
garden, This has been designed as an exquisite White Garden,
in homuge bo the fumous original at nearby Sissinghurst, which
Sarah has long admired.

Round the corner of the hovse, there is another hint of
Sissinghurst's trademark combination of formal framework
and exuberant planting in the enormous double herbaceous
borders that run away from the sitting room windows, The
planting here s a tour de foree, md it is hied 1o believe that it
eould look so good after just two years. "It did take off like a
rocket,” savs Marian. This is partly thanks to the combination
of perennials she used, including salvias, Veromicastrim
virginicam and nepeta, but is also because of the introduction
of plenty of premium top soil, & generous application of muleh

102 | onefn: | ALGUIST 2016




Thuir Tigeint oo sboges lides i
saalimp aren bo o fodmal Terr i

Pheat roars e oot o D0 Pavstisa

ABOVE AND BELOW, FAR LEFT
P At s

LEFT AND BELOW [Lanting in 1 U Bl

the Barm G

Anila’ were all of
complement thae turguosdse pool




and the installation of a rain-water fod rigation system. AL
the end of these borders, a gap in the formal hedge frames a
vontrasting view of a nascent orchard and meadow, where
u puinted shepherd’s hot sits inoa haze of wild Dowers.

In fact, Marian has considered the views from the house as
enrefully as the views from one garden area to the next. Al the
bk of the property, she laid a broad termee and formal ewn
Hanked by elipped vew hedges to ereate an area ideal for enter-
taining on a grand seale; These flanking hedges also serve o
define a new Pool Ganden that encloses the swimiming pool o
ome siche, and o courtyard garden leading to the barn,

Bicfore Marian set to work, the area around the pool had been
stark and uninviting. Now there is an oak pergola, which offers
a shady spot for meals, and a border of vibrant perennials,
which looks fntastic nest to the brilliant blue water,

I contrast, the Barm Garden has an altogether more muted
palette, combining Brecdon gravel, silvery oak-edged bedsand
a planting scheme with a nod to the Mediterranean. It is
peaceful, pretty and Sarah's fvourite part of the new-look design.

Recently, Sarnh was reminded of how she had despaired at
the sea of mud surrounding her house. “'ve completely for-
wotten how awful it was.” she says, “but now this garden gives
mie such joy. [ eould never have expeeted it to be so beautiful.”

GARDEN GUIDE

Garden ortentation The house faces nocth west, with e garden
surratinding i on three sides,

Soll type Chalk, impeoved with imported tog soil

Special features Poal garden. 65-fool-long doulsle hertaceods
Lorders and Meditesranaan courtyard
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